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Aims  
 ÅTo continue NEA - SONEUK knowledge sharing 

initiative  

ÅTo present London ôs examples in the context of 
pedestrian crossings in Kathmandu  

ÅTo share personal perspective and learn from local 
experts  

ÅTo raise awareness and promote discussions  
 



Overview  
 ÅIntroduction  

ÅPedestrian crossing types  

 - Description, examples and current practices in 
Kathmandu  

ÅSelection methodology  

ÅRecent developments in Kathmandu  

 - Example and issues  

ÅEngineering solutions  

ÅDiscussion  

ÅConclusion  
 

 



Introduction  
 ÅKathmandu  

 - Capital, bussiness, cultural, education, health and 
foreign travel  

ÅVulnerable pedestrians  

 - Ageing population, children, migration and tourism  

ÅRecent attention to pedestrian crossing facilities  

 - Zebra crossing, pedestrian bridge and signalised 
crossing  

ÅFacilities are not designed properly and/or in poor 
state  

 - Focussed on vehicular traffic  
 

 



Scope  
 ÅFormal crossing  
 - facility where pedestrians have priority over 

 motorised traffic  

ÅMid -block crossing  

 - facility provided in the middle section of a road not 
 very close to junction  

ÅZebra crossing, pedestrian footbridge and signalised 
crossing  

ÅFocussed on engineering aspects rather than human 
behaviour  

 



Zebra Crossing  
 

Zebra crossing in Orpington, UK  



Zebra Crossing  
 ÅMarked with black and white strips painted on the 

road surface  

ÅGives more visibility of the crossing pedestrians and 
reassures pedestrians  

ÅDoes not force traffic to stop by means of a traffic 
light but, but does give pedestrians permanent right 
of way  in many developed countries  

ÅLevel access is provided to improve accessibility -  
either by dropped kerb or raised road crossing  

ÅSuitable in urban areas where the vehicle speed is low 
and the pedestrian number is high  
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Current practice  
 

Zebra crossing with refuges in 

Kupondol, Lalitpur (Source: 

Googlemap, 2023) 

ÅWidely available facilities  

ÅProvided at many locations 
without assessing its 
suitability  

ÅNot maintained well at 
many places - painting 
faded due to the friction of 
the vehicle tyre enhanced 
by dirt (sand) on the road  

ÅNo permanent right of way 
to pedestrians (in practice)  



Current practice  
 

Zebra crossing leading to a pedestrian barrier in Thapathali (Source: Googlemap, 2023)  

ÅIn some cases, the zebra crossings are not properly 
located - not leading to the walkable footpath  



Pedestrian Footbridge  
 

Pedestrian footbridge with ramps in Southampton, UK (Source: Googlemap, 2023)  



Pedestrian Footbridge  
 
 
ÅSegregated facilities for pedestrians to cross major 

roads such as arterial roads and motorways  

ÅNormally provided at places where non -segregated 
form of traffic could severely reduce the capacity and 
safety  

ÅCostliest crossing facility ï stairs, footbridge and 
ramps to facilitate people with mobility issue  

ÅNeed a lot of space to construct  

ÅSafe but not user -friendly - climb up and down  

ÅSuitable for high (very) speed roads  
 



Current practice  
 ÅConstructed at many places to 

give safe passage to the 
pedestrian  

ÅVery tall - to provide 
clearance to vehicles  

ÅDifficult to climb up and 
down a lot of steps - not user -
friendly especially for those 
with mobility impairment 
issues  

ÅFocussed on traffic flow/jam  

Pedestrian footbridge at 

Ratnapark, Kathmandu (Source: 

Googlemap, 2023) 



Current practice  
 
 

Pedestrian footbridge at Koteshwor(Source: Googlemap, 2023) 



Current practice  
 
 

Pedestrian footbridge at Srijana Chowk, Pokhara 



Current practice  
 
 

Does it fulfill the purpose? 



Signalised Pedestrian Crossing  

Signalised pedestrian crossing in Orpington, UK  



Signalised Pedestrian Crossing  
 ÅSignalised pedestrian crossings allocate a clear right -

of -way in the form of a green light  

ÅMore user -friendly for pedestrians who feel 
intimidated by the road traffic  

ÅSignal controlled pedestrian crossing facilities are 
common in all developed countries  

ÅPelican, Puffin, Toucan, PCaTS  

ÅSuitable for mobility impaired pedestrians as well as 
where vehicle speed and/or flow are high  
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Signalised Crossing working  
 ÅPelican, Puffin, PCaTS  

ÅPelican ï PEdestrian  LIght  CONtrolled  

ÅPuffin ï Pedestrian User -friendly Intelligent signal  

ÅPCaTS ï Pedestrian Countdown at Traffic Signal  
 

Pelican  Puffin   PCaTS  


